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The meeting was ca l led  t o  develop recommendations 
of the Task Group w i t h  regard t o  a proposed presenta t ion  
of data  t o  the National I n s t i t u t e  for Occupational Sa fe ty  
and Health and a discussion w i t h  t h e m  of occupat ional  
hea l th  hazards associated w i t h  v iny l  chlor ide.  

The i n i t i a l  discussion centered around such  a 
conference, and the  timing therefor .  Tac i t  approval of 
such a concept had been assumed from. the lack of unfavor- 
able  response to  the MCA l e t t e r  of March 26 ,  1973, and 
t h i s  judgment was confirmed by telephone d iscuss ions  with 
major producers. F ina l  ac t ion  of the  management contac ts  
regarding the  presenta t ion  is not  contemplated u n t i l  they 
have received and s tudied  the  recommendations of the  
Technical Task Group on Vinyl Chloride Research. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t  element for cons idera t ion  by the  
Task Group was the  development of an a l t e r n a t e  presen- 
t a t i o n  i n  t h e  event t h a t  the  release of European d a t a  
cannot be negot ia ted with reasonable dispatch.  A l l  
p resent  agreed t h a t ,  i f  a t  a l l  poss ib le ,  such release 
be secured before  the  proposed NIOSH conference, so t h a t  
t h i s  information can be included. 

_- 

S t a f f  counsel br ie fed  the  Task Group on t h i e r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and obl igat ions under the c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  
agreements now opera t ive  between MCA and the  sponsors of 
the  present  p ro jec t  on t h e  one hand, and the  European 
group on the  other .  In  b r i e f ,  h i s  admonishments w e r e  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  absent permission from the  European 
group, we should not  volunteer re ference  t o  the  European 
p r o j e c t  o r  substantive data  der ived therefrom, bu t  t h a t ,  
i n  response t o  d i r e c t  inquiry,  w e  could not  deny aware- 
ness of the  p r o j e c t  and knowledge concerning c e r t a i n  
preliminary r e s u l t s .  

The scope of the  proposed conference was discussed 
a t  length.  The Task Group proposed t o  present  published 
indus t ry  production and u s e  da t a  i n  t e r m s  of q u a n t i t i e s  
involved, wi thout  a breakdown by percentages of the  
var ious uses ,  and without a t tempting to account for minor 
u s e s  o r  losses .  Attent ion is t o  be focused on monomer 
production and t h e  manufacture of polymers, and on the  
occupational hea l th  hazards assoc ia ted  with these op- 
e ra t ions .  I t  was judged t h a t  poss ib le  consumer safety.,and e 
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r e l a t ed  p o t e n t i a l  hazards would not  be p e r t i n e n t  t o  a 
presenta t ion  t o  NIOSH which is concerned with'  employee 
hea l th  matters.  

The proposed discussion o u t l i n e  d i s t r i b u t e d  with 
the meet ing  not ice  n e x t  received the a t t e n t i o n  of the  
Task Group. A revised ou t l ine :  amended to reflect  the  
technical  recommendations of the  Task Group, w a s  sub- 
sequently ed i ted  by your Chairman and d i s t r i b u t e d  under 
separate  cover. 

Respectfully submitted, /-e Kenneth D. Johnson, Ph-D. 
Secre ta ry  

K D J : m b  
J u l y  6, 1973 
Minutes Subject  t o  Approval 
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