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1. Acrreements  wi th  Pxocean  3ssearc5. Gzoua - G. Z .  Z e s c  

1.1 "Eaual S t a k s "  S t a n d i n c  of Eurooean Grouc 

M r .  Sest zeporced t h a t  t h e  Antexre of s c i p u l a t i o n  
(c )  i n  M r .  E l l i o t t ' s  l e t t e r  of October 30 had Seen c l a r i f i e d  
by subsequent d i scuss ions  becween MCA and ICL. The phrase  
i n  ques t ion  -- " ... Eurocean Grous who s h a l l  have equal sz2tUs 
t o  o t h e r  con t r ibu t ing  sponsors." is meant t o  r e f e r  on ly  =o 
t h e  r i g h t s  of access  t o  r e sea rch  da ta  c n  a cu rzen t  S a s x s .  
Representa t ion  on t h e  Vinyl Chlor ide  Research Coordina tors  
is rntended only t o  g ive  s ~ c h  d a t a  access ,  and no t  t o  imply 
any r i g h t  to have a Sets-minins  7siCe in rrcject sefl'.IIitiOn 
o r  program management. 

1.2 Pledae  of ?.merican S-.onsors t o  % l d  Eurooear: 
Research Data Conf iden t r a l  

M r .  B e s t  explained t o  t h e  group t h e  i n a b i l i t y  
of MCA t o  o f f e r  any warranty t o  t h e  European Graup as t o  
t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h e  American sponsors could o r  would 
honor the reques t s  of t h e  European Group t o  hold  i t s  d a t a  
i n  strict confidence,  and of t h e  consequenc need by t h e  
lat ter f o r  i nd iv idua l  pledges from each of t h e  American 
sponsors  t o  which such data might be d i sc losed .  H e  had 
t h e r e f o r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  each of t h e  American sponsors  a 
simple pledge of such secrecy. 

Two poincs i n  che proposed pledge appeared t o  
give concern t o  counsels f o r  some of t h e  MCA m e m b e r s .  The 
first related t o  t h e  absence of any e x p i i c i t l y  s t a t e d  t i m e  
l i m i t  i n  the pledge. The second w a s  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  
proposed agreement t o  provide f o r  t hose  circumstances under 
which proceedings be fo re  j u d i c i a l  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  bod ies  
might place a l e g a l l y  binding o b l i g a t i o n  upon a company to 
r e v e a l  any knowledge i n  its possess ion  concerning adve r se  
e f f e c t s  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  v i n y l  c h l o r i d e  exposures.  

M r .  E l l i o t t  expressed h i s  hope t h a t  t h e  
European Group would recognize t h e  s l i g h t ,  bu t  f i n i t e  
probabili ty o f  a company be ing  placed under legal o b l i -  
g a t i o n s  t o  d i s c l o s e  Europeall r e sea rch  data i n  t h e i r  pos- 
s e s s i o n ,  and o f fe red  t o  work wi th  MCA s t a f f  i n  r each ing  an  
agreement broad enough t o  cover  such ex igencies .  H e  
expressed firm opinion, however, t h a t  h i s  group would n o t  
accept any t h e  i n t e r v a l  of less than  t e n  yea r s  du r ing  
w h i c h  any sec recy  agreement would be binding.  
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e A l l  presen t  i n d i c a t e d  conceptual  agreement 
wi th  an approach t o  p ro tec t ing  c o n f i d e n t i a l  t rea tment  of 
European r e sea rch  da ta  based upon t h e s e  gene ra l  p rovis ions .  
Each expressed wi l l i ngness  t o  s u b m i t  t o  MCA signed agree-  
ments  accep tab le  t o  t h e i r  own counse l s ,  and hope fu l ly  
accep tab le  t o  t h e  European group. M r .  B e s t  i s  t o  forward 
cop ie s  of such agreements t o  I C 1  f o r  review by t h e  European 
group. Only when s t i p u l a t i o n s  accep tab le  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  
have been received from a l l  t h e  American sponsors  can t h e  
European group make a f u l l  d i s c l o s u r e  of c u r r e n t  p r o j e c t  
r e s u l t s  and proposed follow-up r e sea rch  p lans .  

2 .  Report  on Conference w i t h  European Group and P r o i e c t  
S t a f f  - D r .  W .  D. Harris 

D r .  Harris gave a brief r e p o r t  on h i s  conference  
w i t h  the European group on October  19 i n  Milan, and of h i s  
v i s i t  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Bologna on t h e  fo l -  
lowing day. Copies of the summary of  t h e  exposure p ro toco l  
followed by D r .  Maltoni and  h i s  s ta f f  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  
t o  the group. D r .  Harris expressed h i s  h igh  pe r sona l  
regard f o r  t h e  competence and p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n t e g r i t y  of 
t h e  r e sea rch  t e a m .  

3. Report from M r .  D.  C. E l l i o t t  

M r .  E l l i o t t  announced t h a t ,  i n  t h e  absence of suitable 
secrecy agreements from a l l  i n  a t t endance ,  he would be un- . 
able t o  p r e s e n t  any q u a n t i t a t i v e  o r  complete d i scuss ion  of 
t h e  r e su l t s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  European group. 
He  d id  express t h e  deep concern of h i s  p r i n c i p a l s  over the 
impl i ca t ions  of t h e  r e su l t s  c u r r e n t l y  available, and t h e  
need t o  have unresolved i s s u e s  m o r e  f u l l y  explored before 
t h e  nex t  meeting of t h e  11th I n t e r n a t i o n  Cancer Congress, 
scheduled t o  m e e t  i n  F lorence  i n  October of 1974. H e  
ind ica t ed  t h a t  D r .  Caputo, a coau thor  wi th  D r .  V io la  of the 
1969 paper,  would a t  tha t  t i m e  be p resen t ing  new and 
presumable h igh ly  damaging d a t a  on compounds of mutual 
i n t e r e s t .  

M r .  E l l i o t t  extended a warm i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  American 
sponsors  t o  v i s i t  (after secrecy agreements have been 
accomplished) t h e  Bologna research f ac i l i t i e s  and t o  examine 
a t  first hand t h e  s l i d e s  and d a t a  there on f i l e .  He out- 
l i ned  br ief ly  several areas f o r  follow-up inves t iga t ions  
t h a t  t h e  European group f e l t  must be given cons ide ra t ion .  
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0 4. Reauest f o r  Prompt MCA Board Proiecrr Aoproval 

A number of t hose  i n  a t t endance  urged tharr MCA exped i t e  
t h e  s t e p s  necessary t o  secure a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  invo ic ing  
of sponsors  f o r  t h e i r  first increment  of suppor t  funds be fo re  ~ 

t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  year .  They ind ica t ed  t h a t ,  i n  a number of 
in s t ances ,  t h e i r  f i s c a l  yea r s  ended with t h e  ca l enda r  yea r  
and t h a t  f a i l u r e  t o  a v a i l  themselves  of funds a l r e a d y  i n  
t h e i r  1972 budgets  would cause  admin i s t r ac ive  problems i n  
modified budget requests. M r -  B e s t  o f f e red  t o  forward t h i s  
request t o  MCA P res iden t  Dr iver .  

5 .  Charqe t o  V i n v l  Chlor ide  Research Coordinators  

~ 

The m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  V i n y l  Chlor ide  Research Coordinators  
w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  amend t h e i r  proposed research p ro toco l  
. t o  accommodate t h e  views expressed i n  t h e  cur ren t  d i scuss ions  
i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  informat ion  t h a t  had been developed 
s ince  the l a s t  meeting of the group, a n d . t o  exped i t e  the 
s t a r t  of a meaningful animal exposure p r o j e c t  under American 
d i r e c t i o n  and con t ro l .  They w e r e  a l s o  asked t o  proceed 
promptly w i t h  t h e  d r a f t i n g  o f  p l a n s  f o r  epidemiological  
s t u d i e s  and v iny l  c h l o r i d e  m e t a b o l i s m  s t u d i e s  t o  be organized 
and funded a t  a la ter  da te .  They w e r e  asked n o t  t o  l e t  
e i ther  the  t e c h n i c a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  problems i n  the 
l a t t e r  p r o j e c t s  d e l a y  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a l r eady  au tho r i zed  and 
funded ch ron ic  exposure s t u d i e s .  
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