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ATTACHMENT 111 

RATIONALE FOR CMA POLICY 
AND PROPOSED RESPONSE TO EPA REGARDING TRI CHEMICALS 

A g e n e r a l  CMA p o l i c y  on v o l u n t a r y  development o f  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  and 
environmental  i n fo rma t ion  i n  r e sponse  t o  r e q u e s t s  by r e g u l a t o r y  
a g e n c i e s  and o t h e r s  w i l l :  

P rov ide  guidance t o  CMA and i t s  member companies on how and when 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  v o l u n t a r y  development and submission o f  h e a l t h y  
s a f e t y  and environmental  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  

C r e a t e  a l e v e l  p l a y i n g  f i e l d  f o r  v o l u n t a r y  programs through 
c o n s i s t e n t  guidance t o  member companies; 

A l l o w  CMA t o  advoca te  a more f l e x i b l e  approach f o r  p r o v i d i n g  
h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  and environmental  i n fo rma t ion  t o  r e g u l a t o r y  
a g e n c i e s  and o t h e r s ;  

P o t e n t i a l l y  a v e r t  r e s t r i c t i v e  r e g u l a t o r y  a c t i o n s  and l e g i s l a t i v e  
i n i t i a t i v e s  ; 

Help g e n e r a t e  c o n s i s t e n t ,  p r e d i c t a b l e ,  c o n s t r u c t i v e  r e sponses  from 
CHA and i t s  member companies on t h i s  issue; 

Demonstrate c o o p e r a t i o n  between r e g u l a t o r y  a g e n c i e s  and CMA; and 

Enhance t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  of CMA and i t s  member companies wi th  
government and t h e  p u b l i c .  

EPA h a s  proposed u s i n g  t h e  OECD SIDS d o s s i e r  f o r  summarizing t h e  
a v a i l a b l e  in fo rma t ion  on s e l e c t e d  TRI chemicals .  Use of  a c o n s i s t e n t  
format w i th  s t a n d a r d  in fo rma t ion  e l emen t s ,  such a s  t h e  SIDS d o s s i e r ,  
f o r  p r e s e n t i n g  in fo rma t ion  on i n d u s t r i a l  chemicals  would: 

o Promote g l o b a l  accep tance  o f  a format w i th  widespread u t i l i t y ;  

o A l l o w  f o r  i n d u s t r y ,  government and p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n p u t  d u r i n g  
p r e p a r a t i o n ,  r e v i s i o n  and approva l  of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  

o A l l o w  i n d u s t r y  t o  g a t h e r  e l l  i n fo rma t ion  on a s p e c i f i c  chemical  i n  
an o rgan ized  format  before submission t o  r e g u l a t o r s ;  and 

o Promote improved management of in fo rma t ion  by EPA and o t h e r  
a g e n c i e s .  

Conversely,  u s e  o f  a s t a n d a r d  format may r e i n f o r c e  a "check t h e  box" 
approach f o r  deve lop ing  in fo rma t ion  on chemicals .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a 
s t a n d a r d  format may n o t  p r o v i d e  enough f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  i n d i c a t e  when a 
d a t a  gap can be f i l l e d  wi th  in fo rma t ion  from s t r u c t u r a l l y  s i m i l a r  
compounds or does n o t  need t o  be f i l l e d  because t h e  d a t a  are n o t  
necessa ry  for making r i s k  management d e c i s i o n s .  
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Voluntary p r e p a r a t i o n  by manufac turers  of  s t a n d a r d  d o s s i e r s ,  such as 
t h e  SIDS d o s s i e r ,  would allow i n d u s t r y  t o  t a k e  t h e  l ead  and grea t ly  
i n f l u e n c e  t h e  p rocess .  
t o x i c o l o g i s t s  are  knowledgeable about  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  and environmental  
d a t a  on i n d u s t r i a l  p roduc t s .  Indus t ry  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  d o s s i e r s  w i l l  
h e l p  ensu re  t h e  accuracy  o f  t h e  d a t a  and i t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  While 
i n d u s t r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  of d o s s i e r s  may be r e s o u r c e  i n t e n s i v e ,  e r roneous  
d a t a  i n  agency or p u b l i c  f i l e s  is  p o t e n t i a l l y  damaging and c o s t l y  t o  
correct. 

Indus t ry  Is t r a i n e d  product  s p e c i a l i s t s  and 

Voluntary t e s t i n g  by manufac turers  t o  complete s t a n d a r d  d o s s i e r s  
would p u b l i c l y  demonst ra te  i n d u s t r y ' s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  deve lop  
informat ion  on i n d u s t r i a l  chemicals  i n  a p r i o r i t i z e d  way. 
t e s t i n g  programs w i l l  g i v e  i n d u s t r y  a v o i c e  i n  p r i o r i t i z i n g  needed 
t e s t i n g  and h e l p  p reven t  u n r e a l i s t i c  t e s t i n g  d e a d l i n e s .  
i n  vo lun ta ry  t e s t i n g  programs w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  advocacy 
p o s i t i o n  wi th  EPA and could p o s i t i v e l y  impact t h e  Agency's r e g u l a t o r y  
t e s t i n g  agenda. Burdensome changes t o  TSCA, s u c h  as a mandated l ist  of 
chemicals  f o r  base  set  t e s t i n g ,  may be a v e r t e d  because o f  i n d u s t r y  
suppor t  of t h e s e  v o l u n t a r y  programs. 

CMA s u p p o r t s  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of EPA's e f f o r t s  t o  deve lop  SIDS d o s s i e r s  
on TRI chemicals  i n t o  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  program l i k e  t h e  OECD HPV 
Program. O u r  suppor t  is c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  set f o r t h  i n  
CMA'S OECD E x i s t i n g  Chemicals T e s t i n g  Program p o l i c y :  t o  promote 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  harmonizat ion of  t e s t i n g  requi rements ;  ensu re  m u t u a l  
acceptance  of  d a t a ;  and,  s h a r e  t h e  burden o f  r e g u l a t o r y  t e s t i n g  c o s t s .  

Voluntary 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  

CHA 
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